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ESSENCE OF ABHINAYA

In this issue, the editoria
touches a new and thought
provoking subject which calls for
serious discussion. Now a days
many dramas are being staged in
different parts of Andhra Pradesh.
Of late it is observed that when
compared to men, women
spectators are deplotably less in
number in the auditoriums. It was
not so in the past. How this major
change occured in the attitude of
the fair sex. Is it due to inferior
quality of playsthat preventsthem
from witnessing stage
performances? Or is it due to the
fact that they prefer stickingto T.V.
at home, to coming all the way to
the place of stage performance ?
Ofcourse the latter reason seems
to be partially correct. But we
cannot subscribeto theformer one,
in view of the fact that quality of
playsis not inferior on any count
to cause disappointment or
frustration to women - audience.
Woman's attachment to domestic
duties also doesn't stand for
reason. Hence oneand only reason
seemsto be men's encouragement
towomenislacking. If men make

it a point to bring their family

the drama

performance, it would definitely

members to

result inan amaging improvement.
In his article Dr. Kandi
malla Sambasiva Rao seeks to
project theimage of Dr. Garikapati
Raja Rao, the great stalwart of
Telugu theatre, touching all
aspects of hislife. Dr. RggaRaois
responsible for bringing a
revolutionary change and newlight
in Telugu Theatre. Thelofty plays
like Mundadugu, Mabhoomi
Parivarthana and Alluri Seeta
RamaRaju directed and produced
by him under the banner of 'Prgja
Natya Mandali' have become
master piecesinthefield of drama
It goestothecredit of Dr. RgjaRao
to unearth and encourage anumber
of folk-artsfrom being obliterated.
He made use of folk-arts in his
dramas. He was the first director
who brought drama to the
doorsteps of the common people.
Dr. Raja Rao's service stands
remained in the annals of Telugu
dramaand theatrefor al theyears
to come.
Inthisissuereviewsonthe
playsand playlets staged in Nandi
Drama Festivals do find place.

Gedela
Gandavaram Subba Rami Reddy
reviewed the merits and demerits
of traditional drama and Social
drama respectively.

Rama Rao and

InhisarticleBangaru Rgju
imparts technical knowledge in
respect of lighting effectswhichis
regarded as a part and parcel of
stage craft.

Gadde Sreenivasa Rao
gives out in his article as to the
Nandi Drama Festivalstook place
at Tirupathi for 9 days.
Information being exhaustive it
would go along way in preserving
history to the future generations
and research scholars as well.

In Kalatarangalu
enormous information relating to
cultural activities took place at
various districtsis made available
to the readers at large. "The
theatrical activitiesin Nizamabad
district" written by Kanamala
Raghavulu is informative in its
nature. The other articlesalso will
certainly throw light on thereaders
of Abhinaya.

Abhinaya always stands
committed to the service of theatre

by all meansand at all times.
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DUGGIRALA SOMESWARA RAO

A LUMINARY OF TELUGU THEATRE

Duggirala Someswara
Rao, a veteram stage artist,
director and a poet of distinction
has been honoured recently by
the Government of Andhra
Pradesh at Tirupathi during
"Nandi Drama Festivals -
2005". A Prestigious award
called 'Nandamuri Taraka
Rama Rao Theatre Award' has
been bestowed on Duggirala
for his outstanding contribution
to Telugu Theatre in different
capacities for over five decades
with unstinted devotion. It is
one of his characteristics that
he prefers to keep himself aloof
from any kind of publicity from
the outset.

Indeed he is every inch
an actor. Even at the age of 73

his participating in
'Prajanayakudu Prakasam’
obviously  reveals his

attachment to the field he has
chosen.

Someswara Rao was
born on 7th, October, 1932 in
Nandamur, a village in remote
corner of West Godavari
District of A.P. His is an
educated and cultural family.
His father Gouripathi Sastry

was an eminent Sanskrit
Scholar. Infact, all his sons are
fortunate enough to inherit his
amiable qualities.

After obtaining a degree

DUGGIRALA SOMESWARA RAO

in Civil Engineering, Duggirala
worked as Civil Engineer in P
& T Department and later on in
Telecommunication
Department. He retired as
Executive Engineer in 1990.

During his school days
Duggirala was very much fond
of acting on the stage and as
such anxiously waiting for a
chance.

As luck would have it, he
got an opportunity to act as
Srihari in ‘Chintamani' a famous

- Gandavaram
social drama. Although it was

afemale role D.S.R. did justice
to it and proved his metal.
Encouraged by his friends, he
used to participate sporadically
in other social plays also to
guench his thirst for drama.
However, his real acting career
was said to be started when he
was working in Visakhapatnam.
He had the fortune of making
acquaintance with Ganapathi
Atchyuta Rama Raju. Rama
Raju was a force to reckon with
in Visakha in the sphere of
drama. He used to organize
monthly drama programmes
under the banner of 'Visakha
Nataka Kala Mandali'. He
offered important roles to
Duggirala in Nizam (Truth) and
Tiraskruti (Refusal).
Someswara Rao with his
histrionic talents made the
audiences spell-bound and has
come out with flying colours. On
transfer he went to Kurnool.
There also he made his
presence felt by taking part in
dramas  organised by
'‘Abhyudaya Kala Samithi'.

Duggirala, in tune with
the times, participated in many
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drama-competitions held in
nook and corner of the state.
He bagged many Best Actor
Prizes. Now and then he was
compelled to direct some plays.
He proved himself efficient in
that arena also. Transfer to
Hyderabad is a landmark in his
career.

Padmabhushan A.R.
Krihsna, Veteran actor and
director invited
Duggirala to be a
member of his
Association. From that
moment A.R. Krishna
was all to him - a friend,
guide and philosopher.
Till the death of A.R.K.,
his cordial relationship
continued to flourish
forever.

Duggirala had participated in
'Pratapa Rudreeyam’,
'Maalapalli', Mahamantri
Madanna, Samrakshakudu
and other plays.

J.L. Narasimha Rao,
Garimella Rama Murthy and
Chatla Sreeramulu had
established Vidyanagar

Cultural Association and the
same was being organised on
sound lines. An invitation has

Duggiralain '"Mudra Rakshasam'

of activity. He has started
directing plays. Idemiti,
Vilunama and Putta directed by
D.S.R. were highly appreciated
by the audience. He directed
'Kaki engili’, '‘Cross Roads' 'AIR
India' and 'Sreenadhudu’ of
Akella and brought enormous
fame to the plays as well as the
Association. Duggirala
received Best Director award

also in Nandi drama
D competitions, besides
winning Best production
prizes.

Duggirala is one of the
founder members of
RASA RANJANI, a
cultural organization
which aims at
inculcating the habit of
purchasing tickets for

He made friends with
Manthri Sreenivasa Rao,
Abburi Ramakrishna Rao and
other stalwarts of that time.
Under the direction of Abburi,
Duggirala took part in 'Kanya
Sulkam' as Karataka Sastry
and Sakara in Mrutchakatika. In
1966 Mrutyukatika was staged
in Delhi at Raj Bhavan in the
presence of Sarvepalli Radha
Krishna, then President of
India. After the performance,
the President all of a sudden
came to the green room and
specially appreciated Duggirala
for his fine performance. Under
the direction of A.R. Krishna,

been extended to Someswara
Rao to join their Association.
From that date he has become
part and parcel of that
Association. '‘Maro Mohenjo
daro' produced by Vidyanagar
Cultural Association has
become a milestone in the
annals of Telugu theatre. The
said play was directed by
Chatla Sreeramulu, a living
legend of contemporary
theatre. Duggirala lived in the
role of the Bhushan, a

revolutionary in Maro
Mohenjodaro.
Someswara Rao

subsequently extended his field

drama performances.
Since 1993 this experiment is
going on despite facing many
hurdles in its way.

There is another aspect
in the life of D.V.R. which needs
to be taken cognizence of. He
IS a poet of first rank. He wrote
more than thousand poems till
now. To his credit he has
already published 5 volumes of
his works which gained
popularity among the literary
circles.

With all his genious and
enviable qualities he prefers to
be remain always simple - that
is Duggirala Someswara Rao!
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THE REAL PICTURE OF TELUGU DRAMA

[ 1 Gandavaram Subbarami Reddy

(From the Last Issue)

Assuch hisstyleof writing
is so akin to the comprehensive
power of the common, illiterate
villager. One peculiarity of his
themesisthat in 90 percent of his
plays"Money" isthecentra point.
He sought to impress on the
audience as to how the money is
the root cause for al evilsin the
society. Love, affection, emotions,
Sentimental attachment what so-
ever, get diluted in the presence or
absence of money. No wonder
even an uUNScrupuious,
unprincipled, characterless
politicianiselevated to the highest
position and can command respect
from the mass to the class by
money power. Genious of a
greatman is trampled under the
ignorant and unworthy feet of the
moneyed-man. Kodali wrote his
playswith optimistic tendency. All
his plays have been produced on
the stage and won laurels. It must
be said of him that he endeavoured
hard to promote dramatic art
among the unsophisticated
audience from the grassroot level.
His social dramas have been
staged widely in rura areas, in
particular and urban areas in
general. Butitisnot sointhe case
of big dramatists like Atreya,
Gangadhara Rao, D.V. Narasa
Raju, Gollapudi and otherswhose
plays have largely been confined
totownsand cities. GurajadaAppa
Rao's Kanya Sulkam (Bride's
Price) the master piece in Telugu
dramatic literature is aso not an
exception to this. Famous stage

actor K. Venkateswara Rao had
taken up 'Donga Veeradu' and
produced the play in several drama
competitions and won best
production awards. Venkateswara
Rao lived in the role of
Ramabrahmam, a soft wicked
villian.

Plays on Women's Problems:

It is but natural that
burning problems of the society
reflect on contemporary literature.
If a playwright doesn't do so, his
work will not last long. Fromtimes
immemorial woman has had the
honoured placein the society. But
itisdoubtful whether women ever
enjoyed freedominitsstrict sense.
Until thelatter half of 19th century
women had never ben alowed to
acquaint themselves with
education. There may be stray
cases of women being educated
but they are only a drop in the
ocean. Too many restraints have
been imposed on women in the
gard of customs, conventions and
the like which kept the woman as
a prisoner with in four walls. By
the dauntless courage, indomitable
will and Herculeon efforts of great
reformers like Veerasalingam,
women education atleast formal
education was made possible by
the end of 19th century. Under the
teeth of strong oppositionfromthe
orthodox people who were
adamant to the emancipation of
women, progressive minded
youngsters continued their efforts
under the guidance of like minded-
elders.

Problems of women are

many. For want of social
consciousness among the people,
the hurdles in the growth of
women have not been atogether
thwarted even in the modern age
despite the achivement of increase
in the percentage of women's
education. Even in the present
times educated women are being
confronted with dowry system,
problems of widowhood, lack of
economic freedom, male
domination, forced prostitution
etc.

Their problems were
effectively tackled by the
playwrights of this decade.

The play 'Punarjanma’
(Rebirth) written by Bellamkonda
Ramadas (1923-1969) sought to
emphasise the need for protecting
the fallen women from their
pathetic condition and kindle a
light of hope, a better-living, for
them. Prostitutes are not born.
They are made of cruel society.
Driven by poverty, helplessness
and by force of circumstances
women are made victims - not by
will. Itisnot sufficient if enormous
sympathies are showered on those
women without extending a
helping hand to alleviate their
sorrows and tears.

In this play an ideal
youngman comes to the rescue of
athat "I am not concerned with
your past life. | take you as you
are". Even his family members
received her astheir daughter-in-
law in the right earnest. While he
Is leading a happy life with her,
therecomesavillainwho ruinsthe
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fabric of peaceful environment of
their family life. The hero, then
falsinto Hamlet'sdilemmaof 'To
be or not be be'. She, on her part,
does not like to incur the
displeasure of her husband by
staying in the house. Instead, she
prefersto get out of the housewith
out making ahueand cry, without
finding fault with her husband's
change of mind. At his point, the
hero comes out of his inner
conflict, repents and decides to
adhereto thewedlock oncefor all.

The crux of the problem
discussed in this play is different
from what it looks like on the
surface.

Usually young people
assuming themselves as idealists,
on little provocation or on their
own accord jump at hasty
conclusions and embark on
adventures but at one stage or the
other get stumbled and try to
retracetheir stepswith repentance.
They areincapable of over coming
obstacles with a firm
determination. Unless they desist
from this kind of weakness no
amicable solution will be arrived
at to any of our social problems.
Hence, the author'saccentuationis
laid on adherence to action rather
than mere ideal.

Punarjanma has been
successfully staged by
'Rasanasamkhya’ and many other
amateur organizations for over a
decade. Bellamkonda Ramadas
has three other playsto his credit.
‘Athidi' (Guest), 'Akasaramanna
and'Masterji - Though they are not

inferior to Punarjanmayet they are
not as popular as Punbarjanma.
Ramadas has aditinctive style of
his own. His dialogues are very
simple and polished. Juxta
position of incidents in his play
revealsthat heisan adept in stage
craft. The play when presented at
AndhraNataka Kala Parishat was
adjudged the best production
besides winning laurels from the
audience.

Yet  another play
Thiraskruti' (Refusal) written by
'Rachakonda Viswanadha Sastry,
popularly known as 'Ravi Sastry’,
also deals with woman's problem.
A pseudo-lover cheats a young
woman who belongs to a poor
middle classfamily. Her pleasand
tears do not move him. Herefused
to marry her. The girl's family
suffershumiliation at the hands of
that wicked youngman. After
knowing the facts, a friend of the
girl's father took the initiative of
approaching the boy's family and
succeeds to obtain their consent -
of course by force. But the girl
bluntly refuses to marry him,
saying that instead of agreeing to
aforced marriage with a cunning
jackal, unworthy, chest, theprefers
to remain unmarried and that she
would like to face life - struggle,
whichisnot new to her to tread on
thorny path.

Incidents in this play are
very few. The play doesnot runin
ascending order and there is no
climax as such. However, this
drama was presented by eminent
actors and earned reputation.

Ravi Sastry was an
outstanding novelist and story
writer in Telugu whose books are
sold like hot-cakes. Histhemesare
revolutionary in nature. He took
characters from lower and middle
class families to project and
propagate hisideasin all hisworks
whether is is a short story, novel
or drama. Ravi Sastry wrote two
other plays, namely : 'Nijam’
(Truth) and 'Vishadam (Sorrow).
These two were al so successful on
the stage. Rachakondawrote plays
occassionally and he never
concentrated on theatre as other
writers did, otherwise we would
have received master pieces from
his pen. Inapa Terulu (Iron
Curtains) is an another successful
play which describes the life
struggle of woman who is an
orphan. Her lifewas spoiled by the
members of arich family. Unable
to bear humiliation and torture and
woman commits suicide. During
iterrrogation by the Inspector of
police, each member of that
wealthy family tries to pose
himself or herself asinnocent and
declinesto ownresponsibility. But
intheenquiry itismadeout clearly
that they are all culprits and
hypocrites. They did not
physicaly kill the poor woman but
by their inhuman behaviour and
illtreatment they drovethelady to
such an extent of committing
suicide which tantamounts to
murder, heinous crime. Here lies
the message of the play.

(To be continued...)
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